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English is a strong and popular subject at Bancroft’s with pupils enjoying the opportunities it offers to 

pursue intellectual curiosity. There are currently seven members of the Department, some of whom 

also have other responsibilities in the school. 

There are five spacious English classrooms and one smaller sixth form teaching room as well as a 

departmental office. We have an extensive range of resources for all year groups and we give 

teachers the freedom to choose their own texts wherever possible in order to deliver our bespoke 

curriculum. 

Pupils follow our own Key Stage 3 curriculum in Years 7-9 where they study a pre-1900 novel, a 

post-1900 novel, a Shakespeare play, poetry, non-fiction writing and a modern play each year. We 

strive to achieve a balance between fostering enjoyment of literature and creativity and ensuring that 

all pupils have a strong command of language and a secure grasp of the technical aspects of writing 

and the impact they can make before they embark upon their IGCSE courses. Here we take the 

Edexcel IGCSE examinations in English Language and English Literature (coursework option). In the 

2025 examination cycle, over 54% of results were graded level 9. At A Level, 100% of the cohort 

achieved grades A*-B. We follow the Edexcel qualification at A level also. Every year, a number of 

pupils apply to Oxford or Cambridge to read the subject, guided by the department in their 

extended reading and preparation. 

There is a lively and vital extracurricular side to the department: the Foyle Poetry Competition, the 

Tower Poetry Competition, the Cambridge Essay Competition, the Lancaster Writing Awards, the 

Worshipful Company of Scriveners Handwriting Competition – these are just a few of the many 

competitions our students enter.  

As well as external competition entries we try to offer the opportunity for theatre visits and to 

invite visiting practitioners and speakers. Harry Baker, a World Poetry Slam Champion was a recent 

visitor and a highlight of the school year is the annual ‘Festival Week’ where the extracurricular life 

of the school is celebrated. 
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The English department is looking for a bright and enthusiastic teacher of English to join their 

dynamic and forward-looking department for a fixed term of 1 year to cover a period of 

maternity leave.   

Whether you are a soon-to-be qualified teacher of English or an experienced teacher looking 

for a new challenge, we would love to hear from you.   

Person Specification: 

Essential Desirable 

Education 
Have a good honours degree in a 

relevant subject 
QTS/PGCE 

Experience Experience of teaching English 

Experience of teaching high ability 

students 

Experience of teaching English at A 

Level 

Skills 

The ability to develop and maintain 

good relationships with students and 

colleagues 

The ability to use IT appropriately to 

support teaching and learning 

Have a good understanding and 

awareness of safeguarding procedures 

Be willing to contribute to the co-

curricular and pastoral life of the 

school 

Excellent communication skills 

Commitment to ongoing professional 

development 

Personal 

Qualities 

Enthusiastic 

Confident 

Diligent 

Creative 
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Below is a summary of the key responsibilities of the Teacher of 

English (Maternity Cover).  

• To deliver the subject curriculum to pupils

• To teach pupils through the school at Key Stages 3, 4 and 5, including examined groups at GCSE 
and A Level

• To mark, assess and grade within the department, always setting the highest standards of 
personal organisation and administration

• To attend regular meetings of the department, both formal and informal, to discuss policy, 
teaching methods, approaches to the subject and the sharing of common problems and concerns

• To adhere to departmental policies and to meet school deadlines insofar as it applies to the 
department

• To where required, assist in the induction of new staff into the department

• To engage in ongoing professional learning, including an annual review

Responsibilities in relation to the pupils and to what is taught: 

• To keep abreast of developments in the subject, maintaining contacts with professional

associations

• To participate in discussion, within the department, on the development of appropriate

syllabuses and schemes of work at all levels

• To develop new teaching and learning resources and sharing them with pupils and colleagues

• To ensure pupils are properly prepared for exams and entered for exams and overseeing course

work

• To participate in the setting and marking of internal exams and determining appropriate grade

boundaries thereafter

• To assist with trips and other co-curricular activities in relation to the department

• To give appropriate guidance to pupils who wish to study the subject at further levels

• To maintain the image of the subject as an interesting and valuable one. To keep learning

environments stimulating and interesting
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Responsibilities in relation to the School:

• To carry out School policy, including the school safety policy, in the context of the department

• To contribute to the co-curricular life of the school

• To communicate departmental matters to the Head of Department, discussing examination

results and raising issues of concern

• To set and mark entrance exams and interviewing where necessary

• To support the use of ICT within the department

• To present the department at Open Days etc. as the need arises and in prospectuses

• To ensure that the facilities used by the department, including equipment and teaching areas, are

maintained in an appropriate condition

All teachers are expected to contribute to our pupils' holistic development and the co-curricular life 

of the school, outside their timetabled day and beyond their curriculum subject. This may include 

events, training or rehearsals, for example, after school and at weekends, and running or staffing 

residential trips, as well as a standard expectation of regular clubs for both curriculum extension and 

the co-curriculum. 
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