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Information for Learning Support Assistant Applicants
https://www.westsilc.co.uk/aspire-pathway

Aspire is a specialist pathway for learners aged 7–19 with Complex Communication Needs and Autism. Our learners require highly personalised support to communicate, engage in learning, regulate emotions and develop independence. Aspire provides a nurturing, structured and sensory-aware environment where every learner is supported to achieve their potential.
What is learning like in Aspire?
Learning is personalised, play-based and built around each learner's EHCP outcomes. We use approaches such as:
· Intensive Interaction
· Total Communication
· Sensory Stories
· Attention Time (Autism)
· Continuous Provision
· SCERTS
· Sensory Integration
We believe that engagement is the foundation of learning and celebrate progress in all its forms.
What does a Learning Support Assistant do?
As an Aspire LSA you will:
• Build positive, trusting relationships with learners
• Support communication using visual supports, symbols, AAC and Makaton
• Facilitate play, exploration and sensory learning opportunities
• Support emotional regulation and wellbeing
• Promote independence in daily living skills
• Help learners access community visits and real-life learning experiences
• Work closely with teachers, therapists and families
What qualities are we looking for?
We are looking for people who are:

• Patient, calm and resilient
• Warm, positive and nurturing
• Flexible and willing to learn
• Comfortable being creative and playful
• Passionate about supporting learners with SEND
• Committed to helping every learner succeed
Experience of autism or SEND is beneficial but not essential. We provide training and ongoing support to help staff develop their skills and confidence.
Our aim
To help every learner communicate, develop meaningful relationships, become as independent as possible and enjoy a happy, successful future.
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