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Climb is our specialist pathway for learners in Key Stages 1–4 with moderate to severe learning difficulties. Many learners also have additional needs related to communication, sensory processing, physical development, autism or social, emotional and mental health (SEMH). The pathway provides a nurturing environment where learners can access a broad and ambitious curriculum whilst receiving personalised support to help them thrive.

What is learning like in Climb?
Learning follows a semi-formal curriculum that balances academic achievement with personal development, independence and preparation for adulthood. Lessons are practical, engaging and highly differentiated to meet individual needs. Learners are supported to develop confidence, communication skills, emotional regulation and independence alongside their academic learning.
Approaches include:
• Multi-sensory teaching and learning
• Visual timetables and task planners
• Makaton and Total Communication approaches
• Zones of Regulation
• Attention Time
• Assistive technology
• Discovery Clubs
• Real-life and community-based learning
• Therapeutic support, including Lego Therapy and Art Therapy
• Personalised learner passports and EHCP targets

What does a Learning Support Assistant do?
As a Climb LSA you will:
• Support learners to access lessons across a broad curriculum
• Help develop communication, literacy, numeracy and independence skills
• Support learners with emotional regulation and wellbeing
• Use visuals, technology and personalised strategies to remove barriers to learning
• Encourage participation in practical and community-based learning experiences
• Support learners to achieve their EHCP outcomes and personal goals
• Work alongside teachers, therapists and families to promote progress and success
• Help learners prepare for adulthood and future independence

What qualities are we looking for?
We are looking for people who are:
• Positive, patient and encouraging
• Calm and resilient under pressure
• Skilled at building trusting relationships
• Able to adapt their approach to meet individual needs
• Passionate about inclusion and learner achievement
• Confident supporting learners with communication, sensory or SEMH needs
• Committed to helping learners become as independent as possible
Experience of SEND is helpful but not essential. Training and ongoing support are provided to help staff develop specialist knowledge and skills.

Preparation for Adulthood
A key feature of Climb is helping learners prepare for life beyond school. Learners develop practical life skills through activities such as snack cafés, enterprise projects, community visits, budgeting and work-related learning. These experiences help build confidence, independence and readiness for future education, training and employment.

Our aim
To help every learner develop the academic, social, emotional and independence skills they need to engage with the world around them, achieve their aspirations and successfully transition into adult life.
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