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Apprentice Gardener
Radley College is set in 800 acres of land with an effective mix of both formal and informal areas and a diverse range of plants of architectural merit. Capability Brown was commissioned to re-design the grounds in the 18th century and his influence can still be seen across the site. There is a wide range of fruit trees which need maintaining. There are two small ponds in two of the College properties and also a larger lake set in the grounds. We have an extensive range of climbing plants of varying species across site requiring varying levels of attention to detail. There are also different areas of managed turf from meadow to formal lawns.
The gardening team strives to achieve excellent standards through the maintenance, development and improvement of ornamental, mixed and herbaceous beds and borders; hard and soft landscaped areas; pots and planters both seasonally.  Reporting into the Head Gardener you will need to work well as a team member, as well as on your own initiative.  
Main Duties
Undertaking general day to day duties, dependent on the weather and work schedule, including:
· Prepping, tending, planting, pruning beds and borders, trees, plants and shrubs;
· Lawn mowing;
· Hedge cutting;
· Leaf blowing and collection;
· Soft landscaping;
· Help maintain the general cleanliness and tidiness of campus.
· General garden maintenance including sweeping, edging, weed control and litter removal.
Responsibilities
· Produce and oversee a high-quality finish in all assigned duties;
· Take responsibility for checking, managing and maintaining, all surrounding areas whilst at an assigned area of work;
· Work in all weathers, in various locations around the school, independently or as part of a team;
· Be responsible for self-evaluating and managing work produced;
· Be responsible for all machinery and tools whilst in use, reporting any faults or issues;
· Be responsible for the Health and Safety of yourself and others around you;
· Communicate effectively with the Head Gardener and the gardening team. 

These key tasks are not intended to be exhaustive, but they highlight a number of major tasks that the post-holder may be reasonably expected to undertake.



PERSON SPECIFICATION

Skills & Abilities
Good verbal communication and the ability to listen and respond well to verbal instruction.
Professional passion and pride.
Good eye, attention for detail.
Dexterity, physical fitness and suppleness to carry out strenuous and repetitive tasks.
Work with people of all ages, backgrounds and skills and show diplomacy.
Operate outside in all weather conditions.

Personal Qualities
Good sense of humour and ‘can do’ attitude.
Presentable appearance.
Good time keeping.
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