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Information for Learning Support Assistant Applicants
https://www.westsilc.co.uk/explore-pathway 
Explore is our specialist pathway for learners in EYFS and Key Stage 1 with a range of learning difficulties, including Severe Learning Difficulties (SLD), Profound and Multiple Learning Difficulties (PMLD), Autism and complex medical needs. Learners require high levels of support and benefit from a curriculum that is sensory-rich, play-based and focused on developing the foundations for lifelong learning.

What is learning like in Explore?
Learning is centred around engagement, communication, independence and interaction. The pathway follows Early Years principles and provides rich opportunities for learners to explore, investigate and learn through play.
Approaches include:
• Continuous Provision
• Play-Based Learning
• Total Communication
• Intensive Interaction
• Attention Time
• Zones of Regulation
• Sensory Learning
• Outdoor Learning
Learning is highly personalised and closely linked to each learner's EHCP outcomes.

What does a Learning Support Assistant do?
As an Explore LSA you will:
• Build warm, nurturing relationships with learners and families
• Support communication using visuals, symbols, signs and objects of reference
• Facilitate sensory and play-based learning opportunities
• Encourage curiosity, exploration and engagement
• Support personal care, feeding and medical needs where required
• Help learners develop independence and self-regulation skills
• Work alongside teachers, therapists and other professionals to support learner progress

What qualities are we looking for?
We are looking for people who are:
• Patient, caring and nurturing
• Enthusiastic about learning through play
• Calm, flexible and resilient
• Comfortable supporting learners with complex needs
• Able to celebrate small steps of progress
• Passionate about helping every learner succeed
Experience of SEND is helpful but not essential. We provide training and support to help staff develop confidence and specialist skills.

Our aim
To help every learner develop communication, engagement, independence and confidence, creating the foundations they need for future learning and life.
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