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The Personal and Physical Development Faculty

The Personal and Physical Development Faculty (PPD) is collaborative, supportive, and ambitious for its students.  The PPD consists of a range of core and examined subjects related to the holistic development of children and young people.  We aim to ensure that all students can fulfil their potential and take up their rightful places in the world.  Across the faculty, there is a real emphasis on training leaders with the values, knowledge, and skill to face the challenges of tomorrow.  

The PPD Faculty incorporates the following curriculum areas, which are led by individual curriculum leaders:

· Personal Development Studies (including Religious Studies, Personal Development and RSHE)
· Physical Education 
· Social Studies (including Health and Social Care (KS4 & 5), Psychology (KS5) and Citizenship (KS3 & 4)

In Personal Development Studies (PDS), students follow an ambitious curriculum in which they are challenged to learn how to be better learners and how to develop the seven habits of highly effective people.  In RSHE lessons, students learn about healthy relationships, the dangers of substance abuse and how to stay healthy, safe, and happy.  

In Physical Education (PE) lessons, students discover the life-long benefits of physical activity for physical and mental health.

In Social Studies, students gain the cultural capital needed to thrive in a diverse society.  

Examination results are mostly excellent, especially in PE and Religious Studies, and the range of PPD qualifications has recently been increased to give students more options within the core curriculum, including Cambridge National qualifications in Sports Studies and Health & Social Care.  Uptake at KS4 and KS5 is good, with significant numbers taking Psychology and one of the PE qualifications.  


The Personal and Physical Development Curriculum
The PPD curriculum at KS3 consists of timetabled PE, PD, and Religious Studies lessons.  In our recently redesigned PD curriculum, students have opportunity to learn about RSHE, Citizenship, Careers, and themes directly related to personal development and learning to learn.  The ambition and scope of the KS3 curriculum extends beyond the statutory and national curriculum.  

At KS4 the curriculum includes core PE (timetabled) and a calendared enrichment programme covering statutory subjects such as Religious Studies, Citizenship and RSHE that build on the excellent KS3 provision.  Students currently select between three mini options as well as two full options.  Mini options include Cambridge National courses in Health and Social Care and Sport Studies, as well as GCSE Citizenship.  GCSE PE and Religious Studies are offered as full option subjects.  


In KS5, the Faculty offers A Levels in Psychology and Religious Studies as well as Cambridge Technical qualifications in Sport and in Health and Social Care. 

The PE Curriculum Area also offers the Sports Leadership award in KS4 and KS5.


Attainment
We are very proud of the consistently excellent results students achieve in GCSE PE and Cambridge National Sport Studies. 

Our KS5 courses also achieve excellent results, with subjects across the faculty achieving ALPS grade 2. 

Examinations results across the faculty are very strong, with many of our students continuing their studies into the Sixth Form and then progressing onto university and apprenticeships.


Facilities
The PE Curriculum Area has been through an exciting period of building development.  Students have use of a full size floodlit 4G football pitch, dance studio, fitness suite, additional changing facilities, three classrooms, floodlit tennis courts and an 8-lane grass athletics track.  The curriculum area also has use of a sports hall, gymnasium, extensive playing fields, two artificial cricket pitches, outdoor nets, and several hard play areas.

PDS and Social Studies share 6 further classrooms, all equipped with projectors and screens, and two classrooms have touch screen interactive LCD screens, with plans to replace projectors with the interactive screens as the projectors reach the end of life.  The teaching facilities allow for our excellent range of interactive teaching resources to be used by specialist and non-specialist teachers alike. 


Extra-Curricular
As a faculty, we pride ourselves in offering extensive opportunities for students to increase their cultural capital and we place importance on broadening the horizons of our students through clubs, visiting speakers and trips.

The PE Curriculum Area offers a wide range of extra-curricular clubs and sports teams across the age range.  Alongside sports clubs that promote health and well-being, many of our school sports teams compete in both regional and national competitions.  The faculty also offers a variety of day and residential trips, from visits to the National Holocaust Centre in RS, to residential netball and ski trips in PE.


Staffing
The current team has a wide range of teaching experience ranging with 13 full-time and part-time teachers working within the faculty.  The faculty is led by a Director of Learning and three Curriculum Leaders.  The Deputy Headteacher with responsibility for the Curriculum is our SLT link and provides consistent support and encouragement in all our efforts to be an outstanding team.



Plans for Continuous Improvement
The faculty is committed to maintaining the school's outstanding rating for Personal Development and to continue to improve cross-curricular collaboration to further develop leaders for the future.

We look forward to working with the successful applicant.
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