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Potton Pre School SEND local Policy

How will we Potton Pre School know if my child needs additional help?
· We are committed to early identification of Special Educational Needs and adopt a graduated response to meeting Special Educational need in line with the Code of Practice.
· We may find that a child needs additional help if concerns are raised by a parent/carer, by the child’s key person. 
· Parents/Carers are kept informed at all stages in the process of identification and assessment of needs. They are invited to participate in discussions linked to the support planned for their child and the role they can play at home. 
Who are the key people in the setting available to discuss parent/carers concerns about their child’s additional needs? 
· Parent/Carers who are concerned about the well-being or progress of their child should speak to the child’s key worker in the first instance, who will then liaise with the setting SENCO as appropriate we are always available to parents/carers for a formal/informal chat. 
· Our dedicated Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Coordinator (SENCO) contact is Holly Gabbitas.
How will parents/carers be informed about their child’s progress and how will the progress be measured. 
· Children are accessed/tracked using developmental milestones with the supporting documents – The Early Years Foundation Stage, What to Expect When and the Department of Education document “Early Years Outcomes” Practitioners regularly observe and discuss progress with parents. This then provides the information required for accessing developmental levels. 
· Further advice needed we may refer to the Central Bedfordshire Guidance on SEND in the Early Years – A Graduated Approach 
· In partnership with parents, the key person and SENCO consider a child’s needs and their progress using the Central Bedfordshire SEND support plan. The SEND support plan sets out long- and short-term outcomes that everyone is working towards. Progress meetings are held half termly involving professionals, Pre School and most importantly parents. 
· A referral may be made to Central Bedfordshire Early Years Allocation meeting requesting an Early Years initial assessment by one of the early years professional teams. 
· If there are complex needs an Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP) needs assessment request may be necessary. 
· Potton Pre School’s SEN policy recognises that partnership working with parents/carers is paramount in enabling children with an additional need to achieve their potential. Potton Pre School will liaise with parents regularly and recognise and respect that parents/carers hold key information and have knowledge and experience to contribute to a shared view of the child’s needs and make valuable contributions of how we can best support them. 
· We may “sign post” parents to outside agencies and support groups such as The Parent Partnership. 
· Medical needs are addressed a required by a Care Plan in partnership with parents and relevant health professionals. Medicines that are prescribed we can administer in line with our Medication Policy (Refer to Policy)
What other different types of support can the child receive?
Support for individual children according to their individual needs, medical needs. 
· Participation in small groups which addresses their particular needs for example – Lift off to Language. 
· Routines and Activities adapted to meet individual needs for example – Visual Timetable, Now and Next, Choice Cards, Pecs or following recommendations made by the Speech, Language Team. 
· A child may be supported by The Early Years Support Team (EYST) who will visit at home and at Pre School to offer advice, support and make observations/next steps. 
· 1:1 or small group work to address outcomes specified in a child’s SEND support plan. 
· Additional Funding may be provided to the setting from Central Bedfordshire Early Years Allocation meeting following an Early Years Initial Assessment. This will enable staff to spend time with a child to put in place strategies recommended. 
What support is in place to meet children’s Physical needs? 
· Potton Pre School will follow advice given by Physio and OT (Occupational Therapist) Setting staff will work with children either individually or in small groups. 
· Potton Pre School is a single storey building, our learning space is all one level making it accessible to all. We have changing facilities and a designated accessible toilet. 
· Potton Pre School’s Staff are all Paediatric First Aid trained, where necessary staff will take up to date EPI Pen, Asthma training. 
· Risk Assessments for individual children and for particular activities completed in conjunction with the SENCO where relevant and necessary. 
· We comply with the Disability Discrimination Act (2010) in making reasonable adjustments for children with SEND. 

What other agencies can provide support to children with SEND?
Potton Pre School liaise with a range of outside agencies in order to draw upon the expertise of a wide range of external professionals to support children with SEND. They contribute through providing observations, reports, advice for staff and parents, and by attending professionals meetings. 
Agencies include: 
· Local Authority Early Years SEND Advisory Teachers (Psychology and Advisory Support Service) 
· Early Years Support Team
· The Edwin Lobo Centre or CDC – Child Development Centre Kempston
· Chums 
· Speech and Language 
· Occupational Therapist
· The Hearing Impaired Team
· The Visually Impaired Team
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