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	School Counsellor - Person Specification, CBA



	Education and Qualifications
	Criteria
	Assessment

	English GCSE or equivalent
	E
	A

	Counselling or similar therapeutic training to level 4 or above
	E
	A

	BACP Accreditation, UKCP Registration
	E
	A

	Training in Cognitive Behavioural Therapy
	D
	A

	Further Therapeutic Training or Qualification in working with children
	E
	A

	Willingness to participate in staff training
	E
	I

	Commitment to personal/professional development 
	E
	A



	Experience
	Criteria
	Assessment

	Substantial experience of mental health support with children who are troubled at Tier 2 mental health level (eg self-harming behaviours, eating disorders)
	E
	A/I

	Experience of Emotionally Based School Avoidance
	D
	A/I

	Experience of working with children in KS3, KS4, KS5 with evidence of having achieved successful student outcomes
	E
	A/I

	Minimum of 2 years post qualification experience
	E
	A/I

	Minimum of 1 years’ experience of working with children
	E
	A/I

	Experience of working as part of a multi-disciplinary team
	D
	A/I




	Skills and Attributes
	Criteria
	Assessment

	A good knowledge of the SEND Code of Practice
	D
	A/I

	Awareness of child protection issues
	E
	A/I

	An ability to listen actively and empathically, without judgement or opinion
	E
	A/I

	An understanding of the limits to confidentiality in the pupil’s best interest
	E
	A/I

	An ability to assess when onward referral is needed
	E
	A/I

	Knowledge of BACP framework / NMC Code of Conduct / Professional board of ethics and conduct
	E
	A/I

	Knowledge and experience of using basic diagnostic tests for identifying specific needs
	E
	A/I

	Ability to keep clear records
	E
	A/I

	An understanding of the developmental, emotional, social and educational issues of children and young people
	E
	A/I

	An awareness of range of needs of people from diverse ethnic, cultural and social backgrounds
	E
	A/I

	Knowledge of local mental health and CAMHS Service. Skilled at making and sustaining positive relationships with children
	E
	A/I

	Able to work closely with students who are finding learning difficult, or those who have experienced a feeling of failure.
	E
	A/I

	Ability to use language and other communication skills that parents, and students and staff members can understand and relate to
	E
	A/I

	A mature and non-judgemental outlook
	E
	A/I

	Be flexible and responsive to the needs of the children within the school setting
	E
	A/I

	Demonstrate a strong track record of providing emotional support to children
	E
	A/I

	Positive communication and listening skills
	E
	A/I




	
Personal Qualities
	Criteria
	Assessment

	Enthusiastic and committed
	E
	I

	High standards of personal presentation
	E
	I

	Reliable with an excellent record of attendance and punctuality
	E
	A/I

	Flexible 
	E
	A/I

	Excellent interpersonal skills
	E
	I







	Criteria Key
	Assessment Key

	E
	Essential
	A
	Application Form

	D
	Desirable
	I
	Interview
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