
St James’s Catholic Primary School
Person Specification 
Class Teacher

Faith Commitment
· Ability to actively promote the Catholic ethos of the school through child-friendly worship, prayer, and RE experiences appropriate for Nursery/Reception children 
· Support children in developing an early understanding of Gospel values through play, stories and daily routines 
Experience (EYFS Focus) 
· The EYFS Class Teacher will: 
· Demonstrate strong understanding of EYFS statutory framework and Development Matters guidance 
Have experience of: 
· Teaching in Nursery or Reception or KS1
· Supporting early language and communication development 
· Delivering play-based learning and continuous provision 
· Working in partnership with parents, particularly in supporting home learning and transitions 
· Observing, assessing and planning for children using EYFS assessment approaches (e.g. observations, next steps) 

Knowledge and Understanding (Adapted for EYFS) 
The Class Teacher should have knowledge and understanding of: 
· The EYFS Statutory Framework and how young children learn best through play, exploration and active learning 
· Effective strategies for supporting communication and language development, including high-quality adult interactions 
· Early phonics teaching (e.g. Bug Club or similar SSP programs) 
· The importance of continuous provision and enabling environments 
· How to support prime and specific areas of learning through purposeful provision 
· Observation, assessment and planning cycles in EYFS, including identifying next steps and readiness for Year 1 
· Supporting children with SEND, EAL and differing starting points within early years 
· Safeguarding, welfare requirements and pastoral care for very young children 
· Building strong relationships with parents/carers to support learning and development 

Skills 
The Class Teacher will be able to: 
· Create a nurturing, stimulating and well-organised EYFS environment 
· Plan and deliver engaging, play-based learning experiences linked to children’s interests 
· Model and demonstrate high-quality interactions and questioning to move learning forward 
· Support children’s independence, confidence and social development 
· Use assessment effectively to inform next steps and targeted provision 
· Communicate effectively with parents, including sharing observations, progress and next steps 
· Work collaboratively with EYFS staff to maintain consistent practice across the setting 
· Use ICT and visual resources to support engagement and accessibility 


Personal Characteristics 
· Warm, nurturing and patient 
· Enthusiastic and creative in delivering early years learning opportunities 
· Highly organised with strong understanding of routine and structure for young children 
· Reflective practitioner, committed to improving EYFS practice 
· Passionate about giving children the best possible start to their education 
 



