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Person Specification
Level 2 Teaching Assistant - Pathway 1 & 2 classes

	Criteria 
	Essential 
	Desirable 

	Qualifications / Training 
	Good literacy and numeracy skills & desire to gain at least level 2 qualifications in literacy and numeracy. 
 
Relevant Level 2 qualification (e.g. NVQ Level 2 Teaching Assistant or equivalent)  
 
Willingness to undertake training in autism, communication needs, trauma-informed practice, Thrive approach, safeguarding and personal care 
	GCSE (or equivalent) in English and Maths (Grade C/Level 4 or above)  
 
Additional qualifications in education, child development or SEND . 
 
Thrive Practitioner status or training/awareness. 
 
Training in specialist approaches (e.g. Singalong, PECS, AAC, Team Teach, sensory integration)  
 
First Aid qualification 

	Experience 
	Experience of supporting children or young people in an educational or care setting. 
  
Experience working with individuals with additional needs, including communication differences. 
  
Experience supporting learning using structured and adapted approaches. 
	Experience in a specialist/SEND setting. 
 
Experience supporting students with autism, complex needs or sensory differences. 
 
Experience supporting personal care or medical needs. 
  
Experience of using Thrive or relational approaches . 
 
Experience across more than one setting 

	Skills, Knowledge and Understanding 
	Understanding that behaviour is a form of communication. 
  
Ability to use adapted communication strategies (visuals, simplified language, processing time). 
 
Awareness of impact of trauma, anxiety, attachment and sensory needs. 
 
Ability to build safe, trusting relationships. 
Ability to remain calm and support co-regulation. 
 
Ability to support emotional development and resilience. 
Skills in promoting independence and confidence. 
 
Ability to work as part of a team and follow guidance. 
 
Basic ICT skills to support learning and administration. 
 
Commitment to ongoing professional development & learning.  
	Knowledge of strategies for supporting complex SEND (autism-specific, sensory, regulation strategies). 
 
 Understanding of trauma-informed and Thrive approaches (developmental and relational needs). 
 
Understanding of EHCPs and personalised planning. 
 
Experience of positive behaviour support and de-escalation. 
 
Confidence adapting learning activities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	Personal Qualities 
	Compassionate, attuned and non-judgemental. 
  
Commitment to Thrive ethos and relational practice. 
 
Ability to respond to behaviour with curiosity and understanding. 
 
Resilient and emotionally aware. 
 
Flexible and responsive to changing needs. 
  
Strong commitment to safeguarding, inclusion and student wellbeing 
	Reflective and solution-focused approach. 
 
Ability to advocate for students’ emotional and developmental needs. 
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Safeguarding Statement 
Creating Tomorrow Multi Academy Trust is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people. All staff are expected to share this commitment and prioritise the safety, dignity and wellbeing of all students. 
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