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Job Description – Higher Level Teaching Assistant (HLTA)
Responsible to: Headteacher
Salary range: M Grade
Job Purpose:  Working within a learning framework set by the Headteacher, and under the professional direction of a qualified teacher to provide teaching and learning support for the educational and personal needs of pupils, including whole classes.   
· To act as an integral part of the school staff team, and as such to make a professional contribution to the overall aims of the school, working within agreed policies and procedures

· To participate in planning lessons 

· To provide short term cover and be responsible for the whole classroom staff in the absence of class teacher  

· To assist with training of other Teaching Assistants

· To be responsible for promoting safeguarding the welfare of pupils within the school                                                             
	Key Accountabilities:

Under the direction of the Headteacher:

Support for pupil(s)
· Contribute to raising standards of pupils’ achievement
Under the professional direction of a qualified teacher undertake a range of teaching and learning activities with whole classes, specified groups, or individual pupils. 

· Support pupils during learning activities 

Provide the appropriate level of support needed by pupils to promote independent learning, responding to any signs of distress or conflict and feeding back to the teacher about progress made by pupil(s)

· Provide care and support for the pupils

Promote pupil well-being by encouraging them to develop good relationships with others, develop their self-reliance and self-esteem, help them to adjust to new settings and to practice good standards of health and hygiene.

· Participate in case conferences

Make a professional contribute to formal case discussions concerning the educational development of pupils with whom there is day to day classroom contact.

Support for teacher(s)

· Provide short term cover in absence of teacher
In consultation with the classroom teacher, Head teacher to provide short term cover (PPA, training release, SEND meeting, teacher absence) and be responsible for the whole class and the classroom staff in the absence of the class teacher.
· Assist in preparing and delivering teaching and learning activities
In consultation with the classroom teacher, ensure that all learning resources and materials are appropriate and relevant to pupils’ needs.  This includes the preparation, setting out and clearing away of teaching aids, during and between lessons. 

· Contribute to the planning and evaluation of learning activities
Assist the classroom teacher to plan how learning activities will be implemented, including determining own role in delivering teaching and learning activities.

· Observe and report on pupil performance
Under the professional guidance of the classroom teacher, carrying out, and reporting on, systematic observations, including formal assessment of pupils to gather evidence of their knowledge, understanding and skills upon which the teacher can make judgements about their stage of development.  This will include making specific recommendations to the teacher on identified special educational or other needs, based on objective observations.

· Provide support for the use of ICT in the classroom
Making sure that ICT equipment is available and ready to use when required, by liaison with appropriate technical staff where necessary, and helping pupil(s) in the practical application of programs and equipment to ensure that it is used safely and effectively.

· Maintaining Classroom records

Maintain agreed written records of all school materials and equipment used in support of the pupils’ learning and development, including responsibility for stock control and maintaining an audit of expendable materials. 

Support for the school
· Develop and maintain working relationships with other professionals
Work effectively with teachers, support staff and other professionals, applying own strengths and expertise to contribute positively to the overall aims and objectives of the school. Provide effective support for all other members of the school staff by sharing own knowledge and expertise in a professional and constructive manner

Take an active role in supporting and developing a culture of team working for the benefit of pupils’, both individually and collectively.

Participate in staff meetings and contribute to the development of policies and procedures related to curriculum delivery and classroom management.

· Contributing to the management of pupil behaviour and security
Contribute to the development and maintenance of school policies which encourage positive pupil behaviour and implement agreed behaviour management procedures in the classroom. 

Undertake playground and lunchtime supervision duties as required and assist the classroom teacher in ensuring that at the end of the school day, where appropriate all pupils are placed in the care of their parents, or other authorised adults. Responsible for reporting situations which potentially pose a danger to any pupil or member of staff in the school.

· Liaise effectively with parents
In agreement with the Headteacher or classroom teacher, communicate with parents and other designated carers about the care and education of their children.  Promote partnership working between home and school and help to develop and maintain parental interest in their child’s education. 
· Participate in collective school activities
As requested by the Headteacher, supervise pupils during assembly, fund raising events, school outings and other extra curricular activities undertaken during the normal school day.
· Review and Develop own professional practice
Develop and maintain effectiveness as a member of the school staff by taking responsibility for own continuing professional development.

· Support for the curriculum
Support learning activities
Work under the direction of the classroom teacher to help pupil(s) to participate in whole class, group and individual learning activities

Discuss with the teacher how the learning activities are to be organised, agree own particular role and give feedback to the teacher about how well the activities went,  how the pupil(s) responded to them and how they should be developed.

Supplementary Accountabilities: Only include relevant points
Responsible for meeting the specific needs of a pupil (or pupils)

· Provide specific teaching and learning support to a pupil (or group of pupils) with special learning needs, adapting and differentiating activities  taking in to account their educational, cultural and/or religious background, in respect of: 

•
a bilingual/multilingual childhood:

•
communication and interaction difficulties:

•
cognition and learning difficulties:

•
behavioural emotional and social development needs;

•
sensory and/or physical impairment

Line management responsibilities for a team of TAs

With support of classroom teacher, provide appropriate marking and feedback in classroom time in line with school’s policy

To deal with medical problems relevant to students needs
Other duties 
· In accordance with the provisions of the Health & Safety at Work Act 1974, to take reasonable care for the health and safety of yourself, colleagues and pupils who may be affected by your omissions at work, and to co-operate with the school so far as is necessary to enable the school to perform or comply with their duties under statutory health and safety provisions.
· Undertake any other duties that can be accommodated within the grading level and nature of this post. 
· To attend relevant meetings and participate in training opportunities and professional development as appropriate


In accordance with the provisions of the GDPR Regulations May 2018, jobholders should take reasonable care to ensure that personal data is not disclosed outside the Trust procedures, or use personal data held on others for their own purposes. In accordance with the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act 2000, ensure requests for non-personal information are dealt with in accordance with the Trust’s written procedures. 
The Blue Kite Trust is committed to Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children, young people and vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.
Higher Level Teaching Assistant (HLTA) – Person specification

	Qualifications:
	Essential
	Desirable

	A good standard of general education, normally evidenced by qualifications at ‘A Level’ or equivalent. The minimum requirement is GCSE grade 4 and above in Maths and English or equivalent (A-C)
	✓
	

	Training and development which meets the prescribed Standards for HLTAs
	✓
	

	Level 3 Diploma in Supporting Teaching and Learning in Schools or an equivalent qualification, experience, skills and expertise required to carry out ‘specified’ work
	✓
	

	Previous paid experience of working with children in an educational setting
	✓
	

	Training in relevant strategies e.g. literacy
	
	✓

	Achievement of HLTA status
	
	✓

	Knowledge, understanding and experience:
	
	

	Very good knowledge of basic ICT packages including MS office, email and whiteboard use
	✓
	

	Sufficient knowledge, expertise and awareness of the pupils’ curriculum to work effectively as part of a professional team
	✓
	

	Personal and Professional qualities:
	
	

	Ability to approach all aspects of the role with professionalism, credibility and integrity
	✓
	

	Be able to maintain confidentiality at all times and prevent disclosure of confidential and/or sensitive information
	✓
	

	Excellent oral and written skills with an eye for detail and the ability to communicate clearly and confidently
	✓
	

	Able to prioritise workload and work under pressure to meet multiple deadlines
	✓
	

	Ability to work independently and as part of a team in a pro-active manner
	✓
	

	Embraces change and supports others through change in a positive manner
	✓
	

	A willingness to contribute to and support the overall ethos of the Trust and support the high service aims of the Senior Leadership Team as set out in the School Development Plan
	✓
	

	Displays warmth, care and sensitivity in dealing with staff, children and their parents.
	✓
	

	Understand and demonstrate the highest standard of personal and professional conduct and appreciates and supports the role of other professionals with an ability to accept and act on constructive feedback
	✓
	

	Enthusiasm for continued professional development and encourage that of others
	✓
	

	Flexible in terms of working pattern and evolution of role
	✓
	

	A considered and careful approach to documentation, records and reporting, particularly those of a sensitive nature
	✓
	

	Friendly, cheerful, patient and calm at all times
	✓
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