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Director of Music | Bancroft’s School 

The Music Department at Bancroft’s is thriving, with the majority of music-making taking place as 

part of our rich and varied co-curricular programme. Pupils of all ages actively participate in our 

outstanding provision of choral and instrumental music. 

There is a wide array of ensembles to choose from, including Camerata, Concert Band, Rock Bands, 

Percussion Ensemble, Flute Ensembles, Soul Bands, Big Band, Girls’ and Boys’ Choirs, and Bancroft’s 

Barbers, to name just a few. The Bancroft’s Singers and the Bancroft’s Sinfonia are the school’s 

flagship choir and orchestra, performing a diverse and challenging repertoire. 

Our co-curricular offering has been carefully curated to support and inspire pupils of all abilities, 

while also introducing them to a wide range of musical styles. These opportunities not only develop 

musical talent but also provide immense enjoyment for audiences at the many concerts held 

throughout the academic year. Many of our ensembles are led by specialist teachers who bring a 

wealth of professional experience in both performance and teaching. 

The concert programme has expanded in recent years. Highlights of the musical calendar include an 

annual concert at Drapers’ Hall and traditional Carol Services held in the School Chapel, which now 

benefits from a newly installed Viscount Envoy 35-F digital organ. Alongside our established 

Christmas and Spring Concerts, we now host an open-air Summer Music Festival at the end of the 

Summer Term, which brings together the entire Bancroft’s community in celebration of music. For 

younger or less experienced performers, our informal Rush Hour Concerts provide a supportive 

platform to showcase their developing skills. 

In partnership with the Drama Department, we also stage biennial senior and junior musicals, as well 

as an annual Inter-House Performing Arts Competition and a Choral Competition. 

There are international tours for our orchestral and choral ensembles and pupils regularly perform 

at external venues, such as giving lunchtime recitals in the atrium of the Royal London Hospital. 

Many of these performers are part of our Music Enrichment Programme, which focuses on 

developing advanced performance skills and encourages chamber music-making with an emphasis on 

pupil-led rehearsals. 

The Music Department is housed in the Adams Building. Facilities include a large rehearsal room on 

the ground floor, two classrooms on the first floor, one of which is equipped with a suite of iMac 

computers running Sibelius and Logic Pro and nine further practice rooms on the second floor, along 

with a dedicated music office. More than 600 individual music lessons take place each week across 

the Senior and Preparatory Schools, delivered by our team of 33 Visiting Music Teachers. 20% of 

those students take a second instrument. All pupils in Years 7 and 8 receive weekly music lessons. In 

Year 9, music becomes an option, and this academic year we have two groups at this level. We 

follow the Pearson specification for GCSE and the Eduqas specification at A Level. 

The department is staffed by two full-time music teachers (including the Director of Music), one 

part-time teacher, and a part-time Technical and Administrative Assistant. The Assistant Director of 

Music oversees the academic music provision.  

Please click here to view our current programme events. 

https://issuu.com/bancrofts/docs/music_and_drama_events_2025_26
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The school is seeking to appoint an ambitious and inspirational leader to continue Bancroft’s strong 

musical tradition. The successful candidate will be a passionate advocate for the value of music in 

education, both within the classroom and as part of the wider life of the senior school. 

They will demonstrate strong leadership, vision, creativity and musical excellence, and will be capable 

of building upon the department’s many successes. An outstanding classroom practitioner and 

accomplished musician, the new Director of Music will inspire pupils and staff alike, fostering a 

culture of excellence in all aspects of the department’s work. 

The successful candidate will oversee music in the Senior School and will also have the opportunity 

to further our musical relationships with Bancroft’s Prep School and external feeder schools as well 

as other routes for engagement with our local community.  
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Person Specification: 

Essential Desirable 

Education 
Have a good honours degree in a relevant 

subject 
QTS/PGCE 

Experience 

Experience of teaching Music at all key 

stages 

Experience of teaching high ability 

students 

Experience in directing a wide range of 

ensembles, including chamber groups, 

choirs and orchestras 

Line Management experience 

Skills 

Be ambitious to lead and develop a 

thriving and high-achieving Music 

Department with the imagination and 

creativity to bring bold and interesting 

ideas to life

Be an excellent practical musician, 

performing to a high standard on one or 

more instruments 

Be an outstanding and inspirational 

teacher, capable of teaching up to A Level 

and preparing pupils for conservatoire and 

university entrance 

Be eager to uphold and further enhance 

the musical vision and high standards of 

Bancroft’s  

Have the ability to develop and maintain 

good relationships with students and 

colleagues 

Have the ability to use IT appropriately to 

support teaching and learning 
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Have a good understanding and awareness 

of safeguarding procedures 

 

Be willing to contribute to the co-

curricular and pastoral life of the school 

 

Demonstrate excellent communication 

skills 

 

Commitment to ongoing professional 

development 

 

Personal 

Qualities 

Hardworking and resilient 

 

A strong team player 

 

Enthusiastic; someone who enjoys 

working with people of all ages. 

 

Confident 

 

Creative 
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Below is a summary of the key responsibilities of the Director of 

Music for the Senior School.  

• Provide strategic leadership for the Music Department. 
• Leading and inspiring the Music Department, promoting a culture of collaboration, creativity, and 

high achievement. 
• Line manage the Assistant Director of Music (Academic Lead). 
• Oversee the co-curricular music provision and liaise with the Deputy Head Operations and Co-

Curricular. 
• Ensuring outstanding teaching and learning across the department through coaching, mentoring, 

and professional development. 
• Lead and manage departmental staff, including Visiting Music Teachers and the Administrative 

and Technical Assistant. 
• Design and deliver a creative and ambitious programme of musical events throughout the 

academic year. 
• Collaborate with colleagues and the Chaplain on regular events such as assemblies, Chapel 

services, and annual ceremonies. 
• Work with the Director of Admissions, Marketing and Communications to promote music at 

Bancroft’s to feeder schools and the wider community. 
• Organise and adjudicate Music Award auditions (11+, 14+, 16+), and advise the Head on 

candidate suitability. 
• Prepare and manage the departmental budget effectively. 
• Liaise with the Director of Drama on musical productions. 
• Work closely with the Director of Music in the Preparatory School to ensure continuity and 

collaboration. 
• Teach Music across all year groups, as required. 

 

Other responsibilities in relation to the leadership and management of the 

department:  

• Holding regular meetings of the department, both formal and informal, to discuss teaching and 

learning and the sharing of common problems and concerns.  Ensuring that minutes are kept of 

formal meetings and shared with the Deputy Head Academic.  
• Participating in the recruitment of new staff and ensuring that new staff are properly inducted 

into the department.  
• Allocating teaching within the department and delegating responsibilities to teachers within the 

department.  
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• Producing a departmental handbook, which is regularly reviewed and updated. Consideration 

should be given to departmental policy, any changes of syllabus and schemes of work and the 

management and improvement of the department’s resources.  
• Ensuring that departmental policies are adhered to and that members of the department keep to 

the School policy and deadlines which relate to the Music department.  
• Holding an annual review with each member of the department and feeding into the school 

review process.  
• Encouraging and making provision for the professional development of staff.   
• Managing the department budget, ensuring that resources are efficiently allocated. 

 

Responsibilities in relation to the pupils and to what is taught: 

• Keeping abreast of developments in the subject, maintaining contacts with professional 

associations.  
• Participating in the setting and marking of internal exams and determining appropriate grade 

boundaries thereafter.  
• Planning and leading academically enriching trips and other co-curricular activities in relation to 

the department.  
• Giving appropriate guidance to pupils who wish to study the subject at further levels, including at 

the most competitive universities and conservatoires. 

• Maintaining the image of the subject as an interesting and valuable one. 

 

Responsibilities in relation to the School:  

 
• Managing the department budget, ensuring that resources are efficiently allocated.  
• Carrying out School policy, including the School safety policy, in the context of the department 
• Contributing to the co-curricular life of the school. 
• Communicating departmental matters to the Deputy Head Operations and Co-Curricular, 

discussing examination results and raising issues of concern. 
• Setting and marking entrance exams and interviewing where necessary. 
• Supporting the increasing use of ICT within the department. 
• Presenting the department at Open Days etc. as the need arises and in prospectuses. 
• Ensuring that the facilities used by the department, including equipment and teaching areas, are 

maintained in an appropriate condition. 

All teachers are expected to contribute to our pupils' holistic development and the co-curricular life 

of the school, outside their timetabled day and beyond their curriculum subject.  This may include 

events, training or rehearsals, for example, after school and at weekends, and running or staffing 

residential trips, as well as a standard expectation of regular clubs for both curriculum extension and 

the co-curriculum.
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To apply for this position through My New Term, please submit a 
completed application form by following the link on the Vacancies Page.

https://www.bancrofts.org/about-us/employment-opportunities/

