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SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS/DISABILITY POLICY
Statement of intent

Pre-school committee and staff believe that all children have an equal right to education, including those with special educational needs.

Objectives

To ensure an entitlement for all children we:
· Have regard for the DFE Special Educational Needs Code of Practice
· Include all children in our provision.
· Provide practitioners to help support parents and children with special educational needs (SEN)/disabilities.
· Identify the specific needs of children with SEN/disabilities and meet those needs through a range of strategies.
· Monitor record and evaluate children's progress.
· Monitor and review our practice and provision and, if necessary, adjust.
Parental Involvement

We work in partnership with parents and other agencies in meeting individual children's needs. We aim to achieve this by:
· Responding to parent's concerns by following the LEA guidelines
· Staff and parents working together through all S.E.N. stages.
· Ensuring that parents are informed at all stages of the assessment, planning, provision, and review of their children's education.
· Regularly sharing information with the parents about a child with special education needs
· Involving parents in writing and reviewing Individual Education Plans (IEP's)
· Working closely with parents of children with SEN/disabilities to create and maintain a positive partnership.
· Providing parents with information on sources of independent advice and support

· Making sure all information and support is available for parents in community languages.
Management

· The Pre-school's SENCO (Special Educational Needs Co-Ordinator) is Holly Gabbitas
· We ensure that the provision for children with SEN/disabilities is the responsibility

of all members of the setting
· We provide a broad and balanced curriculum based on the early year’s foundation stage for all children with SEN/disabilities
· We provide a differentiated curriculum to meet individual needs and abilities
· We raise awareness of any additional skills the setting has to offer, e.g., Makaton trained staff
· We use a system of planning, implementing, monitoring, evaluating, and reviewing Sen Support Plans for children with SEN/disabilities
· We ensure the privacy of children with SEN/disabilities when intimate care is being provided
· We use a system for keeping records of the assessment, planning, provision and review for children with SEN/disabilities

· We liaise with other professionals involved with children with SEN/disabilities and their families, including transfer arrangements to other settings and schools
· We use the graduated response system for identifying, assessing, and responding to children's special educational needs.
· We ensure the effectiveness of our SEN/disability provision by collecting information from a range of sources e.g. Support Plan reviews, staff and management meetings, parental and external agencies’ views, inspections and complaints. This information is collated, evaluated, and reviewed annually.
· We monitor and review our policy annually.
Admissions arrangements

· Our inclusive admissions practice ensures equality of access and opportunity.
· Access covers both physical access and to the early years foundation stage.

· Parents of new admissions are provided with a prospectus and access to all Pre​school policy documents.

· Our application form identifies any SEN/disability the child may have. This allows the setting to make any necessary arrangements in advance,

Links with Health, Social Services, and voluntary organisation
· We can provide parents with information on sources of independent advice and support.
· Only after having obtained permission from the parent will an individual child be discussed with any agency.
Allocation of Resources

· We ensure that our physical environment is as suitable for children with disabilities.
· We provide resources (human, financial and equipment) to implement our SEN/disability policy.
· Allocation of resources is planned. Any additional/different requirements for SEN/disability will be accommodated as necessary.
Identification, Assessment, Record Keeping, Review

· We ensure that the provision for children with SEN/disabilities is the responsibility of all members of the setting. New/existing staff are made aware of SEN policy/procedures and provided with appropriate documentation.
· We use the graduated response system for identifying, assessing, and responding to children's special educational needs.
· We ensure that children with SEN/disabilities are appropriately involved at all stages of the graduated response, considering their levels of ability.
· We use a system for keeping records of the assessment, planning, provision, and review for children with SEN/disabilities
· We ensure that parents are informed at all stages of the assessment, planning, provision, and review of their children's education
· With parental agreement, all necessary documentation will be provided to receiving school or other setting
· We monitor and review our policy annually

Experience, Qualifications and in-service training

· The Pre-school SENCO has attended all mandatory training.
This policy was adopted at a meeting of the Pre School held on 7th September 2009 and reviewed in September 2023.
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