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A message from the Principal of King's Ely 

Welcome, and thank you for your interest in coming to work at King's. I hope that what 

you read here will excite you and chime well with your ambitions so that you will want to 

apply for this position. 

King's Ely is an extraordinary place to work: a family of schools educating around 7350 

boys and girls aged 2-78 in our Nursery and Pre-Preparatory, Prep and Senior Schools in 

Ely in Cambridgeshire, and up to age 77 at Fairstead House School in Newmarket. Most 

of our pupils come from Ely, Cambridge and surrounding areas, while about 200 pupils 

are boarders from all over the world. King's employs about 540 people in diverse roles 

from teaching and pastoral care to administration, finance, IT, site services and 

maintenance and catering. 

We often talk about 4 'P's which make King's special: our fundamental purpose, 

unchanged in over 7000 years, in providing the best education and foundation for life we 

can for the children in our care; our practice, ensuring the very highest standards of 

professionalism and excellence in every area of school life and our commitment to 

everyone's wellbeing, development and training to achieve this; as an exceptional place 
to grow up and work in with our beautiful 75-acre campus adjacent to Ely Cathedral and 

the wonderful historical, environmental, spiritual and technological resources available 

to us; and most of all our people, the outstanding and diverse community of pupils, staff 

and supporters whose commitment, experience and skills are the root of our success. 

We welcome all types to join this wonderful mix, and I thank you in advance for the time 

and thought which I know goes into preparing each application; we really appreciate it 

and give every application the careful consideration it deserves. I look forward to hearing 

from you and, I hope, meeting you in due course. 

With best wishes, 

John Attwater 



About the Schools 

King's Ely Family of Schools 

In recent years King's has expanded rapidly, becoming co-educational in 1970, and today 
educating around 1150 children aged 2-18 at Ely, including 200 boarders. 

The school is divided into three sections: King's Ely Senior (age 13-18) and King's Ely Prep 
(age 7-13), which occupy adjacent campuses and benefit from shared facilities, and King's 
Ely Acremont and Nursery (ages 2-6) which have their own self-contained campus about 
400m from the main site. Additionally, Fairstead House School in Newmarket (for pupils 
aged l-ll) joined the King's Ely family of schools in 2022. 

King's Ely is affiliated with the HMC, Society of Heads, IAPS, the Boarding Schools' 
Association and the Choir Schools' Association, and has been awarded 'excellent' in all 
categories by the Independent Schools Inspectorate (ISi) in 2021. 

Purpose, Ethos and Values 

King's Ely Family of Schools exists to make the most and best of childhood, and in 
particular to give the very best education, opportunities and pastoral care to as diverse a 
community of children as we can. In doing so we aim to prepare each one to live positive, 
productive, successful and fulfilled lives, for the betterment of themselves and the world 
around them. We achieve this through the operation of a family of schools centred 
around a 2-18 co-educational day school in Newmarket, aiming to draw fully on our 
exceptional environment, history, physical, cultural, spiritual and human resources in 
doing so. 

Fairstead House School 

Fairstead is a unique independent day school for girls and boys aged l to ll years in the 
heart of Newmarket, on the Suffolk/Cambridgeshire border. 

Fairstead House really is a school with heart! All pupils are encouraged to relish life and 
to find wonder in the world around them. We offer an excellent education, providing a 
wealth of opportunities taught by passionate staff. 

At Fairstead House, learning is memorable and fun, with each child being nurtured to 
develop their individual talents and encouraged to be confident in their learning. They 
are purposeful and passionate, energized and empathetic. Our curriculum is inventive 
and stimulating, with specialist teaching across a range of subjects including music, 
drama, languages, and sport. 

"Fairstead House is a magical school with confident children who always want to do their 

best. Together, with our staff and the wider school community, they create a sense of family 

in which everyone feels safe and secure and an environment in which everyone can be true 

to themselves." 

Michael Radford, Head of Fairstead House 
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