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Post title: Nursery Assistant
Salary Grade:  Bexley 05
Hours:  32.5 hours per week 52 weeks
Reports to: Nursery Manager

Job Description
The Nursery Assistant supports the delivery of high-quality care and learning for children within the nursery setting, ensuring children are safe, supported and encouraged in their development.
The postholder will contribute to creating a positive, inclusive and stimulating environment where children can thrive emotionally, socially and educationally.
The Nursery Assistant will work closely with colleagues, children and families to support the smooth day-to-day operation of the nursery provision.
The role contributes to the Illuminate Minds Trust vision that “Everyone belongs, relationships matter and we work together to achieve Excellence Every Day.”

Key responsibilities: 
Childcare and Learning
· Support children’s learning and development through play and planned activities.
· Assist with preparing and maintaining learning environments.
· Encourage children’s independence, confidence and social skills.
· Support children’s emotional wellbeing and positive behaviour.
· Promote inclusive practice and equality of opportunity for all children.



Safeguarding and Welfare
· Follow safeguarding and child protection procedures at all times.
· Maintain a safe, clean and stimulating environment.
· Support children with personal care routines where required.
· Follow health and safety procedures consistently.
Partnership Working
· Build positive relationships with children, parents and colleagues.
· Communicate effectively with colleagues and senior staff.
· Work collaboratively as part of the nursery team.
Administration and Compliance
· Assist with setting up and tidying activities and equipment.
· Support the organisation of nursery resources and equipment.
· Maintain confidentiality and professional standards.
· Contribute to the smooth daily running of the nursery provision.












Illuminate Minds Trust

Person Specification

	Personal Qualities
	Essential
	Desirable

	
Education and training

	
· Level 2 qualification in Early Years or Childcare.
· GCSE Maths and English (Grade 4/C) or equivalent.
	
· Paediatric First Aid qualification. 
· Additional training in early years development or SEND support.

	
Experience, knowledge and understanding

















	
· Experience working with young children.
· Knowledge of safeguarding and child protection procedures. 
·  Understanding of children’s learning and development. 
· Ability to support positive behaviour and inclusive practice.
	
· Experience working within a nursery or school setting. 
· Knowledge of the EYFS framework.
· Experience supporting children with SEND.

	
Skills and aptitudes


	· Good written and verbal communication skills. 
· Ability to build positive relationships with children, families and colleagues. 
· Ability to work collaboratively as part of a team.
· Ability to use own initiative within established working practices. 
· Commitment to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children.
	
· Confidence supporting a range of nursery activities and routines.
·  Ability to contribute positively to nursery development and team working.
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