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Job Description: Lead Practitioner for SEND 
You will use their passion, expertise and extensive experience to drive forward improvement in the teaching and learning of pupils with SEND and in their access to, and success with wider curriculum and enrichment opportunities. 

In this role, you will work closely with Principals, SENCOs and other leaders to develop practice and pedagogy across your region of academies. 

You will be a trusted advisor, providing support and guidance to staff ensuring all pupils in all academies thrive. 


Reports to: Senior Lead Practitioner for SEND

Location: Hybrid role with regular travel across the North and West 
OAT school network as required  

Salary: Leadership L11 – L15

Hours: Full Time 

Terms: STPCD 






Key Responsibilities
· Provide support and advice to SENCOs, including advising on the EHCP process and associated legislative issues
· Ensure that academies are compliant with the statutory elements of the SEND Code of Practice 
· Provide induction support to new SENCOs, including setting up mentor links with experienced SENCOs
· Provide advice to Prinicpals, SENCOs and leadership and inclusion teams on the identification and assessment of pupils with barriers to learning, including SEND, and best practice in classroom provision and interventions
· Support leadership and inclusion teams with SEND action planning and the evaluation of provision
· Provide training to SENCOs and wider academy staff on a variety of SEND needs and issues both regionally and nationally
· Lead regional and national SENCO networks
· Support academy reviews and co-produce reports and action plans
· Advise and support on all aspects of SEND governance
· Work strategically with Education Directors to improve SEND outcomes at a regional level
· Identify best practice locally, nationally, and internationally to improve provision across all aspects of SEND
· Attend CPD events and disseminate training and information to all academies
· Contribute to the maintenance of the OATnet SEND web pages
· Provide advice and support to academies on provision mapping
· Support the Senior Lead Practitioner for SEND with the collation and analysis of trust wide SEND data
· Undertake other various responsibilities as directed by the Senior Lead Practitioner for SEND
Person Specification
Qualification criteria
· Qualified to degree level and above 
· Qualified to teach in the UK
· Achieved the National Award in Special Educational Needs Coordination or NPQ for SENCOs (exceptions as per 6.85 of the SEND Code of Practice)

Experiences
· Has been a successful SENCO or leader of Inclusion in a secondary setting for at least 3 years
· Proven record in delivering outstanding SEND provision and outcomes
· Experience of identifying, assessing, and supporting pupils with barriers to learning, including SEND
· Experience of action planning and monitoring and evaluating provision to improve outcomes
· Experience of leading, coaching/mentoring staff, as well as delivering staff training to support improved outcomes for pupils with SEND

Knowledge and skills
· Detailed knowledge of the SEND Code of Practice and associated legislation
· Up to date knowledge of current best practice and innovation in SEND
· Recent experience of delivering positive outcomes/results in school
· Excellent communication and presentation skills
· Ability to consider both the detail and the ‘bigger picture’
· Self-motivated, enthusiastic, and resilient 
· Effective team worker and leader
· Ability to be flexible and creative in approach

Values
· Personal vision is aligned with Ormiston Academies Trust
· Genuine passion and commitment to inclusion
· Motivation to communicate high ambition for all pupils with SEND and continually improve provision to achieve the very best outcomes
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